
 

  
  

THUNDERBIRDS ARE GROW! 

 

A Thunderbirds fan has created an amazing tribute to 50 years of the iconic show 

by producing the World’s biggest ever Thunderbird 2, carved into an 15 acre field 

of growing maize plants near York, England. 

 

Tom Pearcy came up with the idea after hearing about the 50th anniversary.  

 

Says Tom Pearcy, “As a kid I remember watching Gerry Anderson’s great TV shows 

like Stingray & Captain Scarlet, but Thunderbirds was my favourite. I wanted to do 

something big to mark the 50th anniversary. As a child Thunderbird 2 captured my 

imagination, I think it’s the most iconic of all the Thunderbirds and being green it 

works perfectly carved into the field of maize plants!”  

 

Measuring over 350m (1150ft) long, Thunderbird 2 has been painstakingly carved 

out of over 1 million living maize plants. It took Mr Pearcy and his team of helpers 

nearly a week to cut out the 6km of pathways in his 15 acre field near York to form 

the giant Thunderbird image together with the words ‘Thunderbirds Are 50’. The 

pathways in the field form an intricate maze for visitors to explore. The York Maze 

is believed to be the largest maze in Europe and one of the largest in the world.  

 

Jamie Anderson, son of Thunderbirds creator the late Gerry Anderson, was so 

impressed when he heard about Mr Pearcy’s amazing maze that he had to come to 

York to see it for himself. Jamie took a helicopter flight over the giant 15 acre 

maize maze to see the design. 

 

Says Jamie Anderson, “It’s incredible, this really is an amazing tribute to 50 years 

of Thunderbirds. I’m sure my father would have been thrilled to see this and he 

would have been particularly interested in the design process and how it has been 

carved into the field in such impressive detail.” 

 



The Thunderbirds 50th tribute York Maze is open for visitors to explore this summer 

from Saturday 11 July to Monday 7th September, when the maize will be harvested 

and fed to the cows. For details of opening times visit www.yorkmaze.co.uk. 

 

ENDS 

 
Editors Notes 
 
Thunderbirds 
Created by the late Gerry Anderson (1929-2012) Thunderbirds was first aired on 
British television on ITV in September 1965. Its jerky puppets filmed in Anderson’s 
trademark "Supermarionation" were a hit with children in the 1960s and ’70s. It was 
re-launched in 1991 on BBC2 and attracted a whole new generation of fans. Toy 
makers were unable to keep up with demand leading Blue Peter to produce the 
infamous segment on how to build your own Tracy Island. For the 40th anniversary 
in 2005 Thunderbirds ran on the new CITV channel.  In March 2015 as part of the 
50th anniversary year ITV launched a new series of Thunderbirds using CGI 
characters, which some claim lacked the charm or the original puppets. 
 
Jamie Anderson 
Jamie is the younger son of the late Gerry Anderson - the man behind cult TV 
shows like Fireball XL5, Stingray, Captain Scarlet, Space: 1999, and of course 
Thunderbirds. Jamie had always wanted to follow in his father's footsteps since an 
early age - spending huge amounts of time with Gerry at Pinewood Studios and 
Cosgrove Hall in Manchester when he was growing up. 
 
Now, as managing director of Anderson Entertainment, Jamie is the man tasked 
with keeping the Gerry Anderson legacy alive, but also developing Gerry's 
unfinished works. Jamie was the driving force behind Anderson Entertainment's 
highly successful Kickstarter campaign - which raised funds to complete and publish 
Gerry's final novel "Gemini Force One". The campaign caught the attention of top 
International publisher Orion books, who went on to sign a three-book global 
publishing deal for the series. Jamie continues to work on development of Gerry 
Anderson's unfinished literary, film and television projects. 
www.gerryanderson.co.uk 
 
 
Having lost his father in 2012 to Alzheimer's Disease, Jamie is also a celebrity 
supporter of Alzheimer's Society - regularly speaking at events, and helping to raise 
much needed awareness and funds. He also continues in his father's footsteps by 
supporting the International Rescue Corps as their vice-president. 
 
 

York Maze 
York Maze covers 15 acres (8 football pitches) in size and is thought to be one of 
the biggest mazes in the world. The Thunderbird 2 is 350m (1150ft) long which is 
over 4 times the size of the ‘real’ TB2 which is modelled so that full size it would 
be 75m (250ft) long. It is believed to be the biggest Thunderbird 2 ever created. 
 
As well as the giant maize maze York Maze offers families a full day out with over 
20 other rides attractions and shows. Additional activities at York Maze include: 
Crowmania tractor trailer ride, giant sand and water play area, water wars game, 

http://www.yorkmaze.co.uk/
http://www.gerryanderson.co.uk/


jumping pillow, maze of illusions, House of Cornfusion, crazy-mazy golf, pig racing, 
shop, café and BBQ. New for 2015 is Professor Pearcy’s Crowbot 5000 show and the 
Corn Snake Tower slides 
  
Farmer Tom Pearcy’s previous maze designs: 
2002 Viking Longship 
2003 Spiders Web 
2004 Flying Scotsman 
2005 Big Ben 
2006 Star Trek 
2007 James Bond 
2008 Statue of Liberty 
2009 Astronaut 
2010  Spitfire 
2011  Harry Potter 
2012 Mayan God of Corn 
2013 Dalek & Doctor Who 
2014 Yorkshiremen – Brian Blessed, Geoff Boycott & Jeremy Clarkson 
  
York Maze Elvington Lane (B1228), York, YO19 5LT, just off the A1079 Hull Road. 
Open daily from Saturday 11 July to Monday 7 September from 10am to 6.30pm 
(last admission 4.30pm). 2015 on the door admission prices: Adult £13.50, Senior 
£13.00, Children (3-15) £12.50, Under 3s Free, Family (2 adults and 2 children) 
£50.00. Book online in advance and save £1 per person or £5 off a family ticket. 
Free parking. Telephone: 01904 607341, www.yorkmaze.co.uk 

  
For further press information & photographs please contact: 
David Leon, Partners Leisure, Tel: 01904 610077 Email: david@partners-
group.co.uk 
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